Evaluation Criteria for OER
How to use the evaluation criteria
An evaluator’s task is to assess individual resources, courses and/or programmes. Note: these are just guidelines; in addition to the criteria below, the evaluator needs to use their own experience and discretion in assessing the quality of the content of the resource found. 

In most cases not all the criteria will be met, for example many resources found on the internet are not easily adaptable, but they may still be excellent resources.
1. Resource level criteria
1. Quality assurance criteria to evaluate individual Open Educational Resources (OER) created or found on the internet that will be adapted for new purposes.

	#
	Criterion
The resource ...
	Evidence

	1
	Is relevant and useful.
	The resource aligns with the relevant capability descriptor(s)

	2
	Is accurate and current.
	The resource information is up-to-date and correct with no omissions. Ideally there is evidence that the resource has been peer reviewed.

	3
	Is of a high production quality.
	The resource is clear and understandable. It is laid out cleanly. It can be navigated easily. For multimedia resources audio and video are of a high quality. 

	4
	Is adaptable.
	The resource is available in alternative formats some of which encourage reworking and adaptation. 

	5
	Supports inclusive education / accessibility.
	Audio and video resources include transcripts and subtitles.

	6
	Encourages interactivity.
	The resource encourages active learning and class participation. There are opportunities for users to test their understanding of the materials.

	7
	Is openly licensed.
	The resource clearly displays an open licence that ideally encourages users to adapt and enhance the resource to suit new contexts.





2. Course level criteria
1. Quality assurance criteria to evaluate open courseware (OCW) and Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) developed or found on the internet that will be adapted for new purposes.

	#
	Criterion
The course ...
	Evidence

	1
	Can be reviewed before enrolment. 
	Learners access and review the course materials and activities prior to enrolment to determine suitability. 

	2
	Objectives and assessment strategy are explicit.
	The course objectives and the way the users will be assessed to determine mastery of those objectives is clearly stated before commencement. The course assessment strategy is authentic to the course objectives and outcomes.

	3
	Has a logical structure.
	The linkages between course topics and subtopics creates a logical learning pathway for users.

	4
	Has relevant student-centric activities.
	There are sufficient, and appropriate, learner activities to ensure that users have opportunities to master course knowledge and skills. 

	5
	Has relevant and accurate resources ideally openly licensed.
	Learners can access course resources that are relevant and accurate (See section A above). Ideally these resources are free or cost effective for the learner.

	6
	Has learner support strategies in place.
	The course has built in learner support strategies for academic and technical issues. If relevant, contact details of course facilitators are in evidence. Peer to peer networks may exist to help learners help each other.

	7
	Has a facilitation strategy 
	Learners have access to facilitators that provide academic guidance and support either face-to-face, online or both. 

	8
	Has opportunities for learners to provide input in shaping the course activities and assessment strategy.
	Learners are consulted and encouraged to shape the course activities and assessment strategy to ensure they are active participants in their own learning.

	9
	Content and activities can be accessed at any time either virtually or in a transportable format.
	The course is accessible anywhere and anytime encouraging flexible study time. The course has been mounted on Learning Management System or MOOC platform that encourages 24/7 access or is available in a format that can be transported off campus. (e.g. digital manuals).

	10
	Offers flexibility in terms of when learners engage with the course and activities
	Learners have flexibility to fit study time into daily schedules that include other demands and responsibilities.
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